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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Prior to examination, please add the following new claims: 

5. A disposable loading unit for a surgical stapling apparatus comprising: 

a staple cartridge body defining a longitudinal pathway and a plurality of spaced apart 

retention slots, each retention slot being dimensioned to receive a surgical fastener: 

a plurality of fastener ejection members disposed adjacent the plurality of spaced apart 

retention slots and communicating with the longitudinal pathway: 



CERTIFICATION UNDER 37 C.F.R 8 UP 
I hereby certify that this correspondence and the documents referred to as enclosed therein are being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service on this date June 15, 2001 in an envelope as "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" Mail Label 
Number EL918828843US addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231. 



Dated: June 15. 2001 



Christopher G. Trainor 



an actuator at least partially disposed within the staple cartridge body and configured to be 
translated through the l ongitudinal pathway to contact the fastener ejection members and 
sequentially eiect the surgical fast eners from their respective retention slots, the actuator including 
a base portion definin g a plane and having at least two upstanding parallel cam plates each 
defining an angled le ading edge for contacting the fastener ejection members: 

a cutting mem ber including a blade and a blade carrier, the cutting member being 
configured to translate through the staple cartridge body, the blade carrier including a flange 
configured to engage the base portion of the actuator: 

wherein the st aple cartridge body includes a planar tissue contacting surface through 
which extends a linea r slot to accommodate translation of the cutting member, the planar tissue 
contacting surface defining a tissue contacting plane, the cutting member being movable from a 
first position intersect ing the tissue contacting plane to a second position located beneath the 
tissue contacting plane. 

6 * A disposabl e loading unit according to Claim 5. wherein the at least two 
upstanding parallel cam plates includes four upstanding parallel cam plates. 

7 - A disposable loading unit according to Claim 6, wherein two of the four 
upstanding parallel cam plates are positioned on each side of the linear slot. 

8 - A disposabl e loading unit according to Claim 5. wherein the blade is located 
proximally of the angled leading edge of each of the at least two upstanding parallel cam plates. 



9. A disposable loading unit for a surgical stapling apparatus comprising: 

a staple cartridge body having a planar tissue contacting surface defining a tissue 
contacting plane, said body defining a longitudinal pathway therethrough and a linear slot 
traversing said planar tissue contacting surface, said body further defining a plurality of fastener 
retention slots on both sides of said linear slot said fastener retention slots slidablv supporting a 
respective surgical fastener and at least a portion of a surgical fastener ejection member; 

an actuator having a beam portion and at least two cam plates having distal camming 
surfaces, said actuator configured to move in at least a distal direction through said longitudinal 
pathway to sequentially engage said cam plates with a portion of said surgical fastener ejection 
members to drive said surgical fasteners transversely with respect to said longitudinal pathway; 

a cutting member having a blade support and a blade, the blade support of said cutting 
member being connected to said beam portion of said actuator in a manner that allows said blade 
to translate with said actuator from adjacent a proximal end of said linear slot to adjacent a distal 
end of said linear slot to bisect said tissue contacting plane, said blade support including a 
proximallv projecting flange which contacts the actuator, wherein when the actuator moves 
distallv through said longitudinal pathway, the blade support, in cooperation with the beam 
portion of the actuator, maintains the blade in a cutting position. 

10. A disposable loading unit according to Claim 9. wherein said blade support is 
positioned proximal to said distal camming surfaces of said cam plates. 
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11. A disposable loading unit according to Claim 9. wherein said longitudinal pathway 
defined in said staple cartridge body is configured to allow said blade to be lowered substantially 
out of said tissue contacting plane adjacent a distal portion of said linear slot. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-11 are currently pending in this application. By this Amendment, Claims 5-11 
have been added. Original Claims 1-4 of U.S. Patent No. 5911353 are pending is this application 
and are unaffected by this Amendment. No new matter has been added by this amendment. 
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